
Commemorating the Centenary of Texas Independence
     [Edited by Sarah Reveley; photographs by Barclay Gibson and Sarah Reveley]

Most of us are familiar with those big granite markers with the bronze Texas star 
but have no idea what a phenomenal project they represent. Back in 1936 the 
State of Texas decided to hold a Centennial celebration, and like everything else 
Texas does, it was the biggest and best celebration of a Centennial the world has 
ever seen. The Exposition was held in Dallas, but the celebration itself involved 
another exposition in Fort Worth, statewide celebrations including memorial 
museums, community centers, restorations of historical structures, park 
improvements, statues of important Texans, monuments, historical markers, 
grave markers, and highway markers....an unbelievable array of Texas pride.

Over 750 Centennial markers are spread across Texas. Many are on public 
highways, parks and courthouse lawns, but many more of them are on private 
property far from any paved roads. We cherish them all, and the search to 
locate, photograph, and document them by a few internet volunteers has 
been a labor of love, as well as a fascinating glimpse into little known stories 
of our Texas heritage. 

The search began in 2008 with the discovery of the big blue book, 
“Monuments Commemorating the Centenary of Texas Independence,” by the 
Centennial Commission, 1938. There were fascinating descriptions of every 
item in every category, but there was no organization within each category.  
Locations included outdated numbering of roads, and few county names. The 
first task was to find a 1936 roadmap, which turned up on an online auction 
as an official 1936 Texas Centennial map. I  typed all of the items into Excel to 
easily sort by county, so we could begin the quest.
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Barclay Gibson spent many hours traveling all over Texas photographing  
monuments, and without him the project would have never been finished.
The restoration project was unsuccessful. Only a few markers were restored. 
The THC and the legislature aren’t concerned about the markers and won’t 
budget funds for restoration or figure out which department is responsible. 

Greg Smith with the Texas Historical Commission recognized our efforts when 
he applied for placement in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Multiple Property Documentation for  “Monuments and Buildings of the Texas 
Centennial” Section H (Identification and Evaluation Methods) Page 62  states:

“In 2008, Texas citizen Sarah Reveley obtained a copy of the 1938 Centennial 
report and began to research the markers, with the assistance of THC Marker 
Coordinator Bob Brinkman. Reveley established a website to help facilitate the 
gathering of current photographs through crowdsourcing. Marian Daughtry and 
Ruth Cade donated photos for reference until new photos could be taken. 
Barclay Gibson, with the help of Cade’s notes, located more obscure markers. 
Property owners granted permission to photograph markers on private property. 
By December 2012, the project was largely completed, with all but 23 historical 
markers located. Reveley provided the THC with a detailed list of all damaged 
markers and established a restoration project with the nonprofit ‘Friends of the 
Texas Historical Commission.’ Through these efforts, as well as recent 
reconnaissance surveys by THC staff, almost every Centennial property has been 
accounted for. “
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As we located the markers, we included all of the other highway markers, 
monuments, statues, museums, and restorations, and community buildings for a 
total of over a thousand  items! We found all the state line welcome markers in the 
shape of Texas, too. There are several types of  historical markers, illustrated below:

Grey granite with bronze wreath and star

Bronze Wall Plaques

Short granite markers with bronze plaques

Highway markers by Texas Highway 
Department in 1935, inspiration for grey 
granite markers
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From Centennial Commission’s “State of Texas Building”
                           Central Exposition, Dallas 

The organization of my book is based upon the Six Flags of Texas, providing the reader 
with a chronological outlook in addition to on inventory of the monuments. 
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TEXAS UNDER SPAIN

In the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition, Spain is represented 
by castanets in her right hand, and a castle in her left. 5
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Victoria County
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El Paso County

El Paso County

El Paso County

El Paso County
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Presidio County

Concho County

Cherokee County

Presidio County
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Nacogdoches County

Nacogdoches County

1937 dedication
Adina DeZavala on 
right of marker

Nacogdoches County
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Together with the Alamo Museum, erected 
on the site with the balance of the federal 
allocation, and the Alamo Cenotaph, to be 
erected in the Alamo Plaza, both of which are 
described elsewhere in this volume, this unit 
is one of the most important projects of the 
Commission to appropriately celebrate the 
centennial of Texas Independence.

FOUNDING OF THE MISSION AND 
ORIGIN OF NAME

THE SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA MISSION WAS 
FOUNDED IN SAN ANTONIO IN 1716 BY THE 
FRANCISCAN FATHER ANTONIO OLIVARES 
AND AFTER MERGING WITH THE SAN 
FRANCISCO SOLANO MISSION IN 1718, IT 
WAS OFFICIALLY FOUNDED AS THE SAN 
ANTONIO DE VALERO MISSION. THE PRESENT 
SITE WAS SELECTED IN 1724. IT WAS NAMED 
IN HONOR OF SAINT ANTHONY DE PADUA 
AND THE DUKE OF VALERO, A SPANISH 
VICEROY. THE CORNERSTONE OF THIS CHAPEL 
WAS LAID MAY 8, 1744. FOUNDED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CHRISTIANIZING AND 
EDUCATING THE INDIANS, IT  LATER BECAME 
A FORTRESS AND WAS THE SCENE OF MANY
CONFLICTS PRIOR TO THE IMMORTAL SIEGE 
OF 1836. 

ITS ACTIVITY AS A MISSION BEGAN TO WANE 
AFTER 1765 AND IT WAS ABANDONED IN 
1793 AND THE MISSION ARCHIVES WERE 
REMOVED TO SAN FERNANDO, THE PARISH 
CHURCH DURING MEXICO’S WAR FOR 
INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN. A COMPANY OF 
SPANISH SOLDIERS FROM ALAMO DEL 
PARRAS, COAHUILA, MEXICO OCCUPIED THE 
ABANDONED MISSION, USING ITS BUILDINGS 
AS BARRACKS FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. 
FROM THIS ASSOCIATION PROBABLY 
ORIGINATED THE NAME “ALAMO”
ACCORDING TO SOME HISTORIANS THE 
NAME ALAMO WAS DERIVED FROM A GROVE 
OF COTTONWOOD TREES GROWING ON THE 
BANKS OF THE ACEQUIA – “ALAMO” BEING 
THE SPANISH WORD FOR COTTONWOOD

Restoration of the Alamo

Bexar County
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San Augustine County

Bexar County

Travis County
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Bexar County

Jackson County

Victoria County

Milam County
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Hays County

Milam County

Milam County

Uvalde County
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Zapata County

Zapata County

Hidalgo County

Starr County
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Goliad County
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Milam County

Starr County

Goliad County
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Chambers County

Wilson County

Comal County

Nacogdoches County
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El Paso County

Refugio County

Real County

Menard County
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Nacogdoches County

Menard County

Presidio County
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Potter County
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Presidio County

Refugio County
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Webb County

Galveston County

Liberty County
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Nacogdoches County

Starr County

Smith County

Cameron County 24



Travis County

Bexar County

Victoria County

Val Verde County

25



1926

Willacy County

Bandera County

Victoria County 26



Hays County

Live Oak County

Fort Bend County

El Paso County
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RECONSTRUCTION OF                            
OLD STONE FORT

When the original fort was 
demolished in 1901, the stones were 

saved by the Cum Concilio Club of 
Nacogdoches and the fort was 
reconstructed on the SF Austin 

campus.
1885

Nacogdoches County

Nacogdoches County
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29

Webb County



30Bastrop County

El Paso County

Leon County



TEXAS UNDER FRANCE                          
1685-1690

In the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition, represented by Chevron 
on her breast, and grapes in her hand. 31



Calhoun County 32



Victoria County

Liberty County

Galveston County
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Lamar County
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Victoria County



TEXAS UNDER MEXICO
               1821 - 1836

In the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition, represented by Mexican 
eagle and snake on her breast. 35



Navarro County

Bexar County
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Nacogdoches County

Brazoria County

Fort Bend County
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Nacogdoches County

Chambers County

Wilson County

1938 Photo
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Nacogdoches County

Fort Bend County

Nacogdoches County
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San Augustine County

Victoria County

Brazoria County
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Brazoria County

Brazoria County

Brazoria County
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Bexar County
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Fayette County

Fayette County

Burleson County
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Chambers County

Tyler County

Houston County
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Nueces County

Nueces County

Chambers County

Colorado County
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Madison County

Waller County

Harris County
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Fayette County

Marker was ‘kidnapped’ and 
placed in Colorado County with a 
new inscription on the back. It 
was eventually returned to 
Fayette County. 

Colorado County 47



Lamar County

Grimes County

LaSalle County

Martin County 48



Angelina County

Brazoria County

Matagorda County
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Sabine County

Fayette County
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1936 New Kentucky dedication

Fayette County

Harris County
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Austin County

Calhoun County

Milam County 52



Jackson County

Jasper County

Robertson County
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Jefferson County

Bowie County

Jefferson County
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Austin County
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Brazoria County

Houston County
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Bastrop County

Harris County
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Travis County

San Augustine County

Grimes  County
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Harris County

Brazoria County

Jefferson County

Washington County
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Wharton County

Falls County

DeWitt County

Washington County
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Nacogdoches County

Refugio County

Harris County
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Victoria County

Red River County
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The Lady in the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition represents the 
Republic of Texas with a Texas Star. 

The Republic of Texas
1836-1845
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Signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence
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66
Gonzales County

(JESSE BADGETT – no marker)



Fort Bend County

San Augustine County

Refugio County
67

Refugio County



Washington County

Brazoria County

Travis County

Gonzales  County

(JOHN BUNTON –no marker)
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Washington  County

Nacogdoches County

Travis County

(SAMUEL CARSON – no marker)
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Harris County

Victoria County

Travis County

(WILLIAM CRAWFORD –no marker)
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Jasper County

Sabine County

Gonzales County

(SAMUEL FISHER –no marker)
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Travis County

Travis County

JESSE GRIMES

(BENJAMIN GOODRICH –no marker)
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Red River County

Liberty County

Travis County
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SAM HOUSTON

San Augustine County

(WILLIAM LACEY – no marker)

(ALBERT LATIMER – no marker)
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Galveston County 75

Collin County



Harris County

(WILLIAM MENEFEE – no marker)

Motley County 

Bexar County 76



Travis County

Shelby County
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Aransas  County

Nacogdoches  County

Bexar County
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Rusk County
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Jasper County

Jackson County

Montgomery County

(WILLIAM SCATES – no marker)
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Nacogdoches County

Travis County

Liberty County

Harris County

(JOHN TURNER – no marker)

(DAVID THOMAS – no marker)

(CLAIBORNE WEST – no marker)
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BATTLES 
OF THE 

TEXAS REVOLUTION 
1813-1836

1813   March 28 = ROSALIS
            August 18 = MEDINA
1832   June 13 = TURTLE BAYOU
            June 13 = ANAHUAC
            June 26 = VELASCO
            August 2 = NACOGDOCHES
1835   October 2 = GONZALES
            October 9 = GOLIAD
            October 28 =  CONCEPCION
            November 4 = FORT LIPANTITLAN
            December 10 = BEXAR
1836   February 27 = SAN PATRICIO
            March 2 = AGUA DULCE
            March 6 = THE ALAMO 
            March 14 = REFUGIO
            March 19 = COLETO
            March 27 = GOLIAD
            April 21 = SAN JACINTO
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BATTLES RECORDED ON THE BASE OF THE SAN JACINTO MONUMENT 
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BEXAR COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY

MADISON COUNTY

Mrs. Lee Miller, Mrs. Henry Wofford, 
and Mrs. Fannie Applewhite (L-R) , all 
members of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas,  dedicate the Battle 
of Medina monument near Losoya on 
Saturday, May 8, 1937.

1813

1813
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CHAMBERS  COUNTY

CHAMBERS COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY

1832

1832

1832
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BRAZORIA COUNTY

SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY

1936

1832

1832
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SITE OF THE FIRST SHOT 
OF THE TEXAS 
REVOLUTION

GONZALES COUNTY

1835
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GONZALES COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

1835

1835

1835

1835

88



GONZALES COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY
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GONZALES MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
AND AMPHITHEATER

GONZALES COUNTY

1835
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GONZALES MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
AND AMPHITHEATER

Only drawing of                                         
Come and Take It cannon,                           

by Noah Smithwick’s daughter

Actual cannon, 
mounted on replica of 

base and wheels

Portion of mural
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MATAGORDA COUNTY

GOLIAD COUNTY

GOLIAD COUNTY

MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM   
AND STADIUM

PANELS ON AUDITORIUM FAÇADE    
TELL HISTORY OF GOLIAD

1835
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ERECTED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO COMMEMORATE THE HEROIC DEEDS

OF
CAPTAIN RICHARD ANDREWS

BORN IN SANDERSONVILLE GEORGIA IN 
1800

FELL AT THE BATTLE OF CONCEPCION
OCTOBER 28, 1835

THE FIRST SACRIFICE IN THE 
WAR OF TEXAS INDEPENDENCE

SON OF WILLIAM AND MARY ANDREWS 
CAME TO TEXAS IN 1818 

ESTABLISHED AN INDIAN TRADING POST 
ON THE BRAZOS RIVER AT THE 
PRESENT SITE OF RICHMOND 

LATER MOVED TO MINA, NOW BASTROP 
WAS AN INDIAN FIGHTER OF NOTE, 

A SCOUT OF INDOMINATABLE COURAGE,
ONE OF THE FIRST TO ENLIST IN THE 

WAR FOR TEXAS INDEPENDENCE, 
AND THE FIRST TO DIE FOR HIS COUNTRY

BEXAR COUNTY

1835
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REFUGIO COUNTY

NUECES COUNTY

NUECES COUNTY

1835

1835
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1835



BEXAR COUNTY

( BEXAR COUNTY)

BEXAR COUNTY

MILAM COUNTY

1835

1835

1835
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REFUGIO COUNTY

1835
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SAN PATRICIO COUNTY

1836
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SAN PATRICIO COUNTY

NUECES COUNTY

1836

1836
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The Texas Centennial Commission 
considered the Alamo restoration, 
the Alamo Museum, and the 
Cenotaph "one of the most 
important projects of the 
Commission to appropriately 
celebrate the Centennial of Texas 
Independence."  

(Monuments Commemorating the 
Centenary of  Texas Independence, Texas 
Centennial Commission, 1938, page 41.)

1836
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BEXAR COUNTY

THE CENOTAPH

The theme of the monument is 
the Spirit of Sacrifice  

represented on the south and 
main face of the  of the shaft 

by a magnificent idealistic 
figure rising twenty-three feet 
from the long sloping capstone 

emblematic of the tomb.

Pompeo Coppini, sculptor

1836

100



The east and west ledges of 
the Cenotaph are decorated 
with background panels of 
figures in low relief 
glorifying all of the men who 
died in the Alamo. Before the 
east panel stand the heroic 
portraits statues of James 
Bowie and James Bonham; 
before the west panel, the 
heroic portrait statues of 
William Travis and David 
Crockett. On the north side 
appears a feminine figure 
symbolizing the State of 
Texas, holding the shields of 
Texas and the United States.

In memory of the heroes who 
sacrificed their lives at the 
Alamo March 6, 1836 in the 
defense of Texas. “They 
chose to never surrender nor 
retreat: these brave hearts 
with flag still proudly 
waving, perished in the 
flames of immortality that 
their high sacrifice might 
lead to the founding of this 
Texas.”
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The Alamo Museum

The museum was designed in 
Mission Style to harmonize with the 

Alamo nearby. In addition to the 
main display room for historical 

relics, there were two committee 
rooms on the second floor. 

It was converted to a gift shop by 
the Daughters of the Republic of 

Texas when they were custodians of 
the Alamo.

 

Hopefully the State of Texas will 
remember the respect the 

building deserves and return it 
to the original honor of one of  

the nine museums built to 
honor the Centenary of Texas 

independence. 
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The museum opened to the 
public on October 11, 1937.

Over-door panels depicting the life of  
the Franciscan friars were removed and 

replaced with panels showing Bowie, 
Crockett, and Travis waiting for Bonham 

who is on his horse. The DRT Alamo 
Committee felt the Alamo and the 

museum represented the Republic of 
Texas, not the Mission Period.

The Alamo Museum
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The Alamo
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TRAVIS’ LINE
AT ENTRANCE TO CHAPEL

The Alamo
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GONZALES MEMORIAL MUSEUM

GONZALES COUNTY

1836
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REFUGIO COUNTY

1836
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REFUGIO COUNTY

REFUGIO COUNTY

1836
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FANNIN’S MEN MONUMENT 

Erected by the State of Texas
in honor of the Texan soldiers  
killed in the Battle of Coleto 

March nineteenth 1836 under 
Colonel James Walker Fannin 

who were buried on the 
Battlefield - and of  Colonel 

Fannin and his men executed 
March twenty-seventh 1836 by 

order of General Santa Anna 
and their bodies burned. 
Beneath this monument 

repose their charred remains.

The block of granite at the top 
has a bas relief symbolic of 
Texas honoring her heroes.

      REMEMBER GOLIAD

1836

GOLIAD COUNTY
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The addition of a shelter and 
alterations to the existing structure 
containing a relic room, restrooms, 
and water system were provided.

GOLIAD COUNTY

1836
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LAVACA COUNTY

GONZALES  COUNTY

FAYETTE COUNTY

COLORADO COUNTY

1836

1836

1836

1836
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COLORADO COUNTY

FAYETTE COUNTY

WALLER COUNTY

WALLER COUNTY

1836

1836

1836

1836
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FORT BEND COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

1836

1836

1836
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HARRIS COUNTY

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT

1836
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(out of sequence, placed with #1)

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

1

2

3

4

5

DESCRIPTION OF BATTLE
1836
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HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

1835

1836

1836
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LIBERTY COUNTY

MISSING

2012                                    1983

BRAZORIA COUNTY

WEBB COUNTY

1837

1836

1836
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Forts and Camps 
1836 - 1845
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Falls County

Nueces County

Nueces County
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Lavaca County

Colorado County

Waller County

Williamson County
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Fannin County

Travis County

Anderson County

Bell County
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Cherokee County

Grayson County

Leon County

Williamson County
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Patriots of the Texas Revolution
Many of our patriots participated in several battles, so the patriots are 
all listed alphabetically. Far too many are in neglected cemeteries.
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[ Lou Kemp is responsible for locating 
these graves. His dedication has given 
our patriots the honor they deserved. 
He was later named as Historian for 
the Texas Centennial Commission.]
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HILL COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY

GALVESTON COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY 127



NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Nacogdoches County
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CALLAHAN COUNTY

ANDERSON COUNTY

GUADALUPE COUNTY

FORT BEND COUNTY
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HOUSTON COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

CHEROKEE COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY
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HARRIS COUNTY

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY
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LIBERTY COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

WALLER COUNTY
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TYLER COUNTY

LIBERTY COUNTY

POLK COUNTY

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

134



BRAZORIA COUNTY

BELL COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY

BASTROP COUNTY
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

DEWITT COUNTY
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GONZALES COUNTY

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY

BURLESON COUNTY
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WALLER COUNTY

VICTORIA COUNTY

MATAGORDA COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

ROBERTSON COUNTY

PARKER COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

GUADALUPE COUNTY
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FAYETTE COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY
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NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

LIBERTY COUNTY

GILLESPIE COUNTY

142



BASTROP COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

MATAGORDA COUNTY
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HARRIS COUNTY

WALKER COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY
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NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY
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MILAM COUNTY

ANDERSON COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY
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BEXAR COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

GALVESTON COUNTY
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NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY 148



HOUSTON COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

ELLIS COUNTY 149



HARRIS COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY

BANDERA COUNTY

Liberty County

FRANKLIN HARDIN
BORN IN FRANKLIN COUNTY, GEORGIA 

JANUARY 25, 1803                                            
DIED AT LIBERTY, TEXAS, APRIL 20, 1878          

AN OFFICER AT THE SEIGE OF BEXAR AND   
AT SAN JACINTO                                                    

1837. APPOINTED BY CONGRESS 
SURVEYOR OF LIBERTY COUNTY                                     

1841, COLONEL OF THE 2ND REGIMENT OF 
THE 2ND BRIGADE OF THE                              

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS                                           
1867, MEMBER OF THE                                         
7TH STATE LEGISLATURE
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TOM GREEN COUNTY

BASTROP COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

BELL COUNTY

MATAGORDA COUNTY
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ELLIS COUNTY

GALVESTON COUNTY

GRIMES COUNTY

ANDERSON COUNTY 153



LEON COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY

(REFUGIO COUNTY)
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McLENNAN COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY

SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

COMAL COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY
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SABINE COUNTY

FISHER COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

FORT BEND COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

ELLIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY 158



BEXAR COUNTY

ROBERTSON COUNTY

FORT BEND COUNTY

JACKSON COUNTY
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FAYETTE COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

LEON COUNTY
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HARRIS COUNTY

BASTROP COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

YOUNG COUNTY

161



GUADALUPE COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY

ANDERSON COUNTY

NEILL’S GRAVE WAS WASHED AWAY IN A FLOOD WITH 
SEVERAL OTHERS.  THIS AERIAL VIEW SHOWS THE 
COLLAPSED HILLSIDE.
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TRAVIS COUNTY

ERATH COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY
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SHELBY COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY
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AUSTIN COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY
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BLANCO COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

AUSTIN COUNTY
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HARRIS COUNTY

ROBERTSON COUNTY

BASTROP COUNTY

FAYETTE COUNTY
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VICTORIA COUNTY

JACKSON COUNTY

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

168



TRAVIS COUNTY

ANDERSON COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

GUADALUPE COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY

BEXAR COUNTY 170



BASTROP COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY

SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY

ELLIS COUNTY

BRAZORIA COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

REFUGIO COUNTY
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HARRIS COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY
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TRAVIS COUNTY

UVALDE COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

FAYETTE COUNTY

175



BRAZORIA COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

JACKSON COUNTY

HARRIS COUNTY
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JASPER COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY

GRAYSON COUNTY
177



WALKER COUNTY

FRIO COUNTY

FRIO COUNTY

HOUSTON COUNTY
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DeWitt County

York County

JOSIAH WHEAT
BORN IN VIRGINIA

SEPTEMBER 3, 1779
CAME TO TEXAS IN 1835

DIED JUNE 4, 1850
LOCATING COMMISSIONER

FOR MENARD DISTRICT 1841
DONOR OF COUNTY SITE OF

TYLER COUNTY 1846

MARTHA FLETCHER WHEAT
WIFE OF JOSIAH WHEAT

BORN IN NORTH CAROLINA
MAY 23,1791

DIED 1854

Tyler County 179



GONZALES COUNTY

WALLER COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

Pat McLaughlin reached out to McWilliams 
Monument Company to upright the marker that 
was on the ground for 20 years. Deke 
McWilliams and Taylor Love donated their time, 
materials, equipment, and expertise to reset the 
marker. THANK YOU McWILLIAMS MONUMENT 
COMPANY AND PAT McLAUGHLIN!!
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Churches, Schools, Homes
                   1836 - 1845
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1936

San Augustine County

Nacogdoches County
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San Augustine County

San Augustine County 183



1936 photo

Matagorda County

Washington County

Fayette County
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Red River County

San Augustine County

Harrison County
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Panola County

1936
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Fayette County

Galveston County
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Galveston County

San Augustine County

Starr County

Nacogdoches County
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Fort Bend County

Guadalupe County

Harris County

Ellis County 189



Towns of Texas
    1836 - 1845
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Calhoun County

Colorado County

Nacogdoches County
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Red River County

Polk County

Montgomery County
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Walker County

Lavaca County

Sabine County

Newton County
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Lamar County

Brazos County

Milam County

Houston County

194



132 cedarsprings

132 chamberscreek

151 mt vernon

Dallas County

Liberty County

Ellis County

Lamar County
195



132 quihi

144 indianola

194 brenham

148 new ulm

Medina County

Calhoun County

Washington County

Austin County
196



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
       1845 - 1861      1865- 1936

In the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition, represented 
by Liberty eagle and crest on her breast. 

197



Forts and Camps 1846-1878

198198



(Cameron County)

(Hill County)

(Uvalde County)

(Gillespie County) 199



(Presidio County)

(Coryell County)

(El Paso County)

(Starr County)

1935

200



(Medina County)

(Maverick County)

(Live Oak County)

(Young County)

201



(Young County)

(Young County)

(LaSalle County)

(Menard County)
202



(Kimble  County)

(Sterling County)

(Burnet County)

(Crockett County)

203



Young

(Kerr  County)

(Coleman  County)

(Throckmorton  County)

(Uvalde  County)

204



(Real  County)

(Val Verde  County)

(Pecos  County)

205



(Young County)

(McCulloch County)

206



(Dickens County)

(Reagan  County)

(Clay County)

207



Churches and Schools
          USA 1845 - 1873

208



Bastrop County

Washington County

Walker County 209



Washington County

Polk County

Freestone County

Washington County

210



Hood County

1936

Trinity County

Freestone County

211



Texas Homes and Homesites 
1845 - 1910

212



Chambers  County

213



Washington  County

DeWitt  County

Comal  County

214



Red River County

Cameron  County

1936

215



San Jacinto  County

(still wet from cleaning)
216



Presidio  County

Harrison  County

Cherokee  County

217



LIENDO

Washington  County

Waller  County

Lamar  County

Jeff Davis  County

1936

218



Walker  County

Parker County

Palo Pinto County

San Patricio  County

219



Chambers  County

Bell  County

Comal  County

Denton  County

220



Bell  County

Wharton County

Colorado  County

221



Aransas County

Lamb  County

Hidalgo  County

222



Towns of Texas  1846 - 1889

223



Newton County

Panola County

Lavaca County

Walker  County
224



Grayson  County

Gillespie  County

Medina  County

Cameron  County

225



Burnet  County

Marion  County

Trinity  County

Panola  County

226



Karnes County

Angelina  County

Hidalgo  County

227



156 serbin

Medina County

Live Oak County

Trinity County

Lee  County

228



Fayette County

Montague  County

Angelina  County

229



Callahan County

Armstrong County

Frio County

Motley County

230



Runnels  County

Parmer  County

Crosby County

Oldham  County

231



Coke County

Stonewall  County

Foard County

232



Texas Industry 
1846 - 1930

233



Red River County

Victoria County

234



Gillespie County

Bell  County

Marion County

235



Hansford  County

Armstrong  County

Marion County

236



1938

2008

(Original tree died)

Jefferson County

Floyd County

Young  County

Navarro County

237



Eastland  County

Rusk  County

Reeves  County

238



TEXAS IN THE CONFEDERACY
1861 - 1865

In the Esplanade at the Dallas Exposition, the Confederacy is represented by 
the seven stars in her crown, representing the seven Confederate states. 239



240



Jefferson County

241



Walker County

242



Jeff Davis County

1936

243



Galveston  County

GENERAL SIDNEY SHERMAN

244



245

245



Cameron County

Kerr County

Travis County

Harrison County

246



247



248



249



250



251



Bastrop County

Dallas County

Ellis County

Grimes County

252



1942

SITE OF
CONFEDERATE ARMS FACTORY

Travis County

Cherokee County

Smith County 253



Jackson County

Jefferson County

Aransas County

Cameron County 254



Replacement marker

Travis County

Cameron County

Cameron County

255



Travis County

Harris County

Washington County

Parker County

256



Gillespie County

Guadalupe County

Smith County

McCulloch County

257



Callahan County

Fisher County

Bexar County

Washington County

258



Travis County

Travis County

Travis County 259



NATIVE AMERICANS 
        1500 - 1880

Tejas Warrior at the Hall of State in the Dallas Exposition Esplanade  

260



Concho County

261



Motley County

262



263



Montague County

264



Nacogdoches County

Jeff Davis County

265



Brewster County

Rusk County

Mitchell County

Bowie County
266



Howard County

Crane County

Ochiltree County

267



El Paso County

Cherokee County

Upshur County

268



Cherokee County

WHO CAME INTO TEXAS EARLY IN THE 19TH 
CENTURY AND HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FRIENDLY 

WITH THE WHITES

VILLAGE OF THE ALABAMA 
AND COUSHATTI INDIANS

Polk County

Montague County

269



(photo from 1938 book)

Added plaque states it was 
Cherokees, not Comanches

McLennan County

Sabine County

McCulloch County 270



Rusk County

Anderson County

San Jacinto County

Foard County

271



Bexar County

Smith County

Smith County

Van Zandt County

272



Cherokee County

273



Falls County

Williamson County

Falls County

Upshur County
274



Victoria County

Llano County

Gillespie County

Uvalde County
275



San Saba County

San Jacinto County

Montague County

276



Hutchinson County

Irion County

Jeff Davis County

Throckmorton County

277



Gray County

Presidio County

Gray County

Dickens County

278



Tarrant County

Medina County

279



Hockley County

Rusk County

McClennan  County

2019

2010

280



This chapter includes the county markers in alphabetical order not included under the 6 
flags. When the Centennial Commission saw the 1935 Highway markers, they decided on 
a more extensive statewide historical marker project.  The highway markers were 
originally placed on the main road leading into the county. As the highways were 
widened, many of the markers were moved to county courthouses, roadside parks, or 
stayed near the county line. Over the years, many have been vandalized or neglected, 
and several are missing.  Others have been restored by the counties. Our photographs 
were taken between 2008 and 2012, with a few updates.  Today’s Highway Department 
didn’t know the markers were their responsibility until I brought it to their attention in 
2020, and the markers should now receive better care.

Marker texts were taken from the 1938 “Monuments Commemorating the Centenary of 
Texas Independence.” A few didn’t have the name of the person honored, so it has been 
added. In addition to the 220 county markers, the 44 remaining designate historical 
points of interest are included in the other chapters.

When reading this chapter, make sure you have a big map by your side to locate all of 
the counties. Actual marker locations will be listed in the Addendum.

Women’s club members dedicating a highway marker in Delta County in 1936.
281



282



283



284



285



286



287



Restored Texas Centennial marker now rests at Burnet County 
Courthouse

288



289



290



291



292



293



294



295



296



(NAMED IN HONOR OF J. DICKENS 
DEFENDER OF THE ALAMO)

297



MISSING

298



299



300



301



302



303



304



305



306



307



308



MISSING

309



310



311



MISSING

(NAMED IN HONOR OF 
WILLIAM KING WHO FELL AT THE 
ALAMO)

312



313



314



MISSING

315



( NAMED IN HONOR OF 
GEORGE WASHINGTON 

LYNN,    ALAMO DEFENDER 
)

316



317



318



319



320



321



MISSING

322



323



324



325



326



327



328



( NAMED IN HONOR OF ISAAC SHELBY, AN 
OFFICER IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION )

329



- 
                    TAYLOR COUNTY

NAMED IN HONOR OF BROTHERS 
TRAVIS, EDWARD, JAMES, AND GEORGE 

TAYLOR WHO FELL AT THE ALAMO. 

THE MARKER WAS ERECTED IN 1955 BY 
THE DAUGHTERS OF 1812. 

Plaque missing, text unknown 330



331



332



333



334



335



336



337



338



EXPOSITIONS



CENTENNIAL 
EXPOSITION

DALLAS

340



REMAINING 
BUILDINGS

341



342

Demolished so steel could be 
donated to war effort in WWII

Will Rogers Memorial Tower, Coliseum, and Auditorium

Fort Worth

342



CENTENNIAL  
MUSEUMS

343



344



345



346



347



(now a gym)

348



349



350



(now a gift shop)

351



352



COMMUNITY 
CENTERS

DAVID CROCKETT  MEMORIAL BUILDING GROUNDS

353



MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
AND STADIUM
Goliad County

354



SUNKEN GARDEN 
AMPHITHEATRE

Bexar County

355



TEXAS PIONEERS-TRAIL DRIVERS-RANGERS MEMORIAL    
Bexar County

Original Name                                           Name after remodeling

356



DAVID CROCKETT  MEMORIAL BUILDING
Houston County

DEMOLISHED; PLAQUES IN STORAGE

357



JAMES SMITH MEMORIAL BUILDING
Tyler County

DEMOLISHED IN 1970s

358



Restorations

359



Fannin County

FORT BELKNAP
Young County

Young County 360



Tom Green County1936

361



Nacogdoches County

Coleman County

362



THE ALAMO

Bexar County

The purchase of the city block on 
which the Alamo is located restores, 
as nearly as possible, the entire 
original site occupied by the Mission 
San Antonio de Valero. Plaques in 
the sidewalks mark the exact original 
boundaries. A new roof, other 
repairs to the chapel, rock walks, and 
restoration of the old acequia were 
included.

Menard County

363



VEREINS KIRCHE
Gillespie County

SAN JOSE MISSION
Bexar County

364



Lamar County

Walker County

365



Collin County

House burned; 
plaques saved

366



FORT GRAHAM
Hill County

Jack County

367



PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS

368



WASHINGTON            
ON THE BRAZOS 

STATE PARK
Washington 

County

369



FANNIN PARK
Goliad County

370



Bryant Baker sculpting the statue of Ben Milam

STATUES

371



1940s 372



373



374



375



376



377



378



379



380



381



382



383



384



1939 unveiling

385



386



387



388



389



390



391



MONUMENTS

392



393



Calhoun County
394



395



396



397



Victoria County

398



399



400



401



402



403



404



405



Potter County

406



407



408



409



410



411



412



413



Bastrop County

15 Monuments

414



415



416



417



418



419



420



421



422



423



424



425



426



427



428



9 Monuments

429



430



431



Travis County

432



Williamson County

433



Sabine County

434



San Patricio County

435



436



437



438

438



439

439



440



441



442



443



444



445



446



447



448



449



450

450



451



452



453

453



454



455



456

456



457



458



459



460



461



462



463



464



465



466



467



468



469

469



470
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